THE REGIONS OF POWER
national plane, he is great. This is natural enough.
The French have centuries of unified national life
behind them, and have had a succession of note-
worthy kings. We lack those memories in Italy."
"It seems to me that you personally have
learned a great deal from the French."
"Certainly! From Renan in philosophical
problems; from Sorel in syndicalism and other
topical questions. But above all I have learned
from the French titan, Balzac!"
Without any attempt to bridge the transition,
I said:
"The English have sometimes been called the
Romans of modern days. You, as a modern
Roman, ought to have a considered opinion upon
that point."
"The Romans of modern days ? No. But they
have some of the qualities that were characteristic
of the ancient Romans: a genius for empire;
tenacity; patience."
"I am surprised," said I, "to find that England
is so little loved here in Italy. Do you suppose
that is because the British are the strongest
pillars of that democracy which you repudiate?"
"It is not the English, in particular, who are
unpopular. Foreigners in general are disliked!
All our sympathies with the world outside Italy
have waned. A new movement such as ours
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